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CC: Associate Provost S. Georgia Nugent 

From: Performing Arts Council

Re: Tiger Tickets Program Expansion











May 21, 2001

Dear Provost Ostriker, Associate Provost Mitchell, and Dean Dunne:

Princeton University is home to some of the most exciting and highest quality student performing arts groups at colleges and universities around the country.  These student groups (members of the Performing Arts Council) perform continuously from the first weekend of classes in September through Reunions weekend in early June.  On any given Thursday, Friday, or Saturday night, it is likely there will be three or more PAC groups presenting events.  The audience for these events, though consisting in part of local residents and professors, is primarily and overwhelmingly made up undergraduate students.  Most arts events on campus carry a cost of between six and ten dollars for students.  

These costs represent a substantial expenditure for many students on campus.  Every weekend students attempt to use Tiger Tickets for our performances, and then are forced to pay with cash upon learning that we cannot accept them.  The performing arts events calendar consists of approximately 30 weekends.  If a student attended at least one performance every other weekend (two per month), that would equal 15 performances at a total cost of around $100 per academic year.  While the resident advisor programs occasionally sponsor trips to student performing arts events at no cost to advisees, there are really no other mechanisms for students to attend these performances for free.  For students that must earn their own spending money at college, whether receiving financial aid or not, this represents a significant cost.  One negative impact of the Tiger Tickets program has actually been to deter students from attending student performing arts events in favor of free performing arts events at McCarter, Richardson, and Taplin.  Student patrons have only so much time and money to devote to recreation, and PAC groups are being forced to compete against professional arts groups who, despite having more time and resources than PAC groups, are receiving a subsidy from the University in the form of Tiger Tickets.

With the formation of the working group and the completion of a campus-wide review by an outside consultant, the administration has recognized the important benefits that active student performing arts groups provide to the University.  Aside from the numerous rewards for student artists creating the performances, a thriving arts culture enriches the lives of all students.  Attending student arts events on campus as a patron not only aids in the development of a student’s personal aesthetic, but also increases the general level and diversity of intellectual inquiry in the community.  On a level beyond the individual, the arts serve as a way for students to develop a sense of community and school pride.  As is true with athletics, both participants and observers share in this sense of pride.  Students however, are able to attend most Princeton athletics events at no charge, thus removing all financial barriers to attending games for students.  Because student performing arts groups must compete with free athletic events for students’ limited entertainment time as well as charge for admission, we are at a disadvantage in attracting audience members.  As a result, the campus as a whole loses out on the benefits that a stronger arts culture would bring to the intellectual life of this institution.  The administration should recognize both the inequity of the situation as well as the intrinsic loss in diminished audiences due to financial barriers, and take affirmative steps to reverse these trends by allowing the redemption of Tiger Tickets at PAC group performances.

We realize that in the past when this idea has been suggested, concerns with financial accountability have been raised.  Those concerns, though valid in the past, can now be addressed with the operation of the Frist Box Office.  Most PAC group performances that charge for admission occur either at the Frist Center or Theatre~Intime (or Richardson, which as a venue is already approved to accept Tiger Tickets).  These two venues are now operational on the central ticketing server.  The other occasionally used venues, the Matthews Acting Studio, Forbes Black Box, and Wilson College Black Box, can all be accommodated on the system, allowing tickets to be sold prior to the night of performance at the Frist Box Office.  We believe that the accountability provided by this system makes now the right time to expand Tiger Tickets to PAC groups performing at events sold on the central ticketing server.

We hope that the Provost’s office agrees with both the importance and feasibility of extending the Tiger Ticket Program to PAC group performances.  Confident that the details of financial procedures and reimbursements could be worked out in the coming months, we ask that you grant our request to reimburse PAC groups for Tiger Ticket Coupons when their events are sold through the Frist Center Box Office, beginning in September 2001.

Thank you for your consideration.  We look forward to responding to your questions or concerns.  The Performing Arts Council can be reached at arts@princeton.edu.  

With Best Regards,
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